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TIBOR VARGA

Tibor Varga was born in Gyér in 1921, in the same region that had previously wit-
nessed the birth of Josep]1 Joachim, Leopo]d Auer and Carl Flesch.
Ten years old, he made his debut playing Mendelssohn’s Concerto Op. 64. Discovered
l)y Jens Hul)ay he was enrolled at the same year at the Franz Liszt Aca(lemy of Music
in Budapest, where he studied with Ferenc Gabriel and Leo Weiner. When Hubay
died, Varga was chosen to perform at Hul)ay's memorial concert under the baton of
Dolnna’nyi the 3-rd Concerto Op. 99 ])y Hul)ay. T[‘lrougllout the war years, Varga
devoted himself to study plli]OSOP]’ly and medical sciences at the Budapest University.

In 1934 he made his first recording and at fourteen he took on his first concert
tours taking him all around Europe. Later he was malzing recor(lings for EMI,
Columbia, Deutsche Grammoplwn and other distinguislled labels. He deve]opecl his
sty]e under the baton of renowned conductors such as Ansermet, Bernstein, Béllm,
Bou]ez, Fricsay, Furtwé'ngler, Mar]-zevitcll, Solti and others.

In 1947, he settled down in England, than moved to Sion (Switzerland) in 1956.



His interpretations of the Violin Concertos ]Jy Beethoven, Brahms, Tclxailzovs]zy as
well as Bartélz, Berg and Sclxénl)erg became ]egenclary references. At the European
premiere of his Violin Concerto, Sconberg himself paitl tribute to his enthusiasm and
thanked him for the "superb interpretation” of his work. The composer wrote the fol-
lowing to him in a letter from Los Angeles dated 27 June 1951: "Your performance
resonates as if you had known the work for 25 years. Your whole interpretation is
mature, expressive, marvelous. I can assure you, that I have never heard a perform-
ance which so precisely reflected my intentions in every detail. I would like to be

younger to write more music for you."

As ear]y as the 1950s, Tibor Varga’s art had been lauded as "one of the greatest
violinist of any time" (Musica, Rome). "With Varga a new way of violin p]aying is
born: the purity of melodic line, this absolute accuracy of pitch, the expressive perfec-
tion of a playing litera]ly sheathed in flawless pl'lrasing, where everyt]'Iing is at once
reflective yet supremely natural” (Le Monde de la Musique, Paris).

In 1949, the newly created Academy of Music at Detmold (BRD) asked him to be
its ]eading pro{essor. Togetller with Andre Navarra and Bruno Giuranna he created a
String Department, which was considered one of the most important institutions of
Europe. In 1954 he founded at Detmold a chamber orchestra bearing his name and
which has enriched several decades of German musical life.

In 1963 he created the Academy of Music at Sion. With annually more than 400
participants during two month, this institution has become one of the most important
summer academies of Europe. Having experienced as a jury member and president of
various international competitions, he agreed to the foundation of a "Tibor Varga
Violin Competition" at Sion in 1967. Among its prizewinners we can find interna-
tionaHy renowned names such as J. J. Kantorow, Vadim Repin, Mirijam Contzen,
Jozsef Lendvai, Agoston Andras and others.

In 1964 Mr. Varga created a festival in Sion which has become an important part
of the music life of the region.

From the beginning of the 1960’s, Varga has enjoyed a great success as conductor.
The "Tibor Varga CD Collection" presenting him as violinist, conductor and interpret-
ing chamber music, is clistinct]y both an artistic and an historic documentation, in
tribute to a musician of word renown who has profound]y affected the l)istory of musi-

cal interpretation of this century.

Tibor Varga is a freeman of different towns in France and in Switzerland. France,
Germany, Hungary and Switzerland have awarded him l’ligll honours, among others

the Légion d'Honneur, the Bundesverdienstkreuz and the National Prize for Culture.



/( ; ibor Varga is a legendary name for all music

lovers in Hungary and all over the world. He is
beloved as a human l)eing, fascinating as a violin-
ist and admirable as a pedagogue. The list of his
friends, _musica] partners, former students with a
great career is infinite. I'm proucl laeing among
them with memories of the Trout Quintet

I playecl with Maestro Varga.

The coming joyful week is about Tibor Varga's
art. We are grate{:ul to him for being and sharing

his charismatic personality with us.

The Hungarian music-community congratulates
the 80 year old, ageless Maestro. I wish you great

pleasure while listening to the concerts and

_Degic/

Janos Devic
Ministry of Cultural Heritage

enjoying other events...

PATRONS

Madl Ferenc — President of the Hungarian Republic
Rockenbauer Zoltidn — Minister of Cultural Heritage
Monsieur Rudolf Weiersmiiller — Ambassador of Switzerland
Schmidt P4l — Ambassador of the Hungarian Republic
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Tibor Varga Academy in Sion
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PROGRAM

October 16. MATAV Symphony Orchestra Great Hall of Music Academy
7.30 PM Vadim Repin — violin
W N\ Dir.: Tibor Varga

W. A. Mozart Sympllony A major KV 201
M. Bruch Concerto for Violin in G minor
L. van Beethoven Symp]wny No. 7

October 17. Elements Quartet (USA) Hungarian Radio Marble Hall
7.30 PM Jeffrey Multer, Evan Mirapaul - violin,

Danielle Farina - viola, Peter Seidenl)erg — violoncello

]..S; Bach Liebster ]esu, wir sind hier
Herr Gott, nun schleuss den Himmel auf

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland

David Sampson Earth — from "Elements"
(commissioned l)y Elements Quartet)

]o}m Zorn Three specimen from "Dead Man"

S. Rachmaninov Ave Maria

A. Glazounov Orientale

N. Rimsky-Korsakov Khorovod
E Mendelssohn-Bartholdy Quartet in D major Op. 44 No. 1

October 18. Gabor Talaécs-Nagy — violin Hungarian Radio Marble Hall
7.30 PM Rafael Rosenfeld - violoncello

Dénes Virjon — piano

" L. van Beethoven Trio in E-flat major Op. 1 No. 1
Veress S. Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2
B. Smetana Trio in G minor Op. 15
October 19. Camerata of the St. Stap’:an Music Center of Zug/o

7.30 PM T. Varga Academy in Sion
Dir.: Varga Tibor
Elizabet Chnaider, Mirijam Contzen — violin

E. Bloch Nigun®

D. Shostakovich Chamber Symphony Op. 110b*

W. A. Mozart Concerto for Violin in A major KV 219
G. Rossini Sonata No. 3

*transcription of T Varga



Octol)er 20.
7.30 PM

7.30 PM

Octol)er 22.
7:00 PM

7.30 PM

Jo 53 Bach: St. Jolm's Passion Mathias Church

Bach Choir - Lausanne, Ars Nova Choir of Kecslzemét,
Solti Chamber Orchestra — Budapest

Edit Kéro]yi, Lucia Megyesi Schwarz, Péter Drucker,
Péter Cser, J6zsef Mo]clvay — voice

Géza Klembala - continuo

Dir.: Andrés Farkas

Podium of young soloists Hungarian Radio Marble Hall
Recital of students of the T. Varga Aca(lemy in Sion

Camerata of the T. Varga Academy in Sion
Dir.: Tibor Varga

H. Vieuxtemps Concerto for Violin No. 5 (Ju Ni Lee)*
M. Geszler Humming Top (Raque] Torres)*
M. Seiber Concert Piece (A]exander Gritsajen]-zo)'
M. Bruch Concerto for Violin in G minor

(Szédsz Péter)”
G. Tartini Devil's Trill Sonata (Tereza Bokany)*™*
J. Massenet Meditation (Ailzo Noda)'
M. Seiber Fantaisie Concertante

(E]isa})etll Clmai(ler)'k
H. Wieniawslzy Polonaise (Elisal)etll Cl’maider)"

*transcription of T Varga
“*transcription of Tobias Noss

In memoriam Hubay Society Circle of Obuda
Ferenc Szecsédi — violin, Gabriella Szentpéteri — piano
J. Hul)ay Romantic Sonata

Z. Kodsly Adagio

B. Bartsk Rumanian Folk Dances

I. Véntus Suite for Solo Violin

J. Hubay Romance

II. Csa’rdaie]enet

In Memoriam Sir Georg Solti  Great Hall of Music Acac}emy
Camerata of the T. Varga Academy in Sion

Solti Chamber Orchestra — Artistic Director: Géza Németh
Dir.: Tibor Varga

Melinda Felletar — harp

Endre Hegeclﬁs — piano

Agnes \Y éral]yay - harpsic}lord

R. Vaug}xan Williams Fantasia on a Theme l)y Thomas Tallis
E Martin Petite Symphonie Concertante

Weiner L. Andante

Bartsk B. Divertimento



OTHER EVENTS

With the Association of Hungarian Instrument-makers:
Competition for violin makers to make a copy of the violin Guarneri "SOIL" of
Tibor Varga made in 1733. Exhibition of the origina] instrument and copies at the

Academy of Music on the 16-th before and during the opening concert and on
the 17-th from 10 AM.

"The Master and his instrument"
Lecture at the Academy of Music on the 17-th at 4 PM at the school

of instruments-makers with Tibor Varga.

Exhibition and sale of Varga Collection CD-s
(in concerts of October 16., 19., 23.)

Rememl)ering to Ferenc Gabriel
Reunion of former Gabriel students

t. Stephen Conservatory:
ound-culture competition. Writing an essay ana]yzing pieces of the Varga Collection CD-s.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Socléts . CONSEIL DE LA CULTURE
""‘-""‘?“ Fondation Karl Popper Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 8 koo
A Mme Priska Baumer — Bern Arts International.
leEsie Pitveraoh SAX | B Berorgemado Ber S Presduni: Kiurt FHaies
v\rg\mig The Fund for U. S. Artists at The National Orchestral Association
International Festivals and Exhibitions, Francis ). Kennedy
%‘MLA National Endowment for the Arts Kiss — Borlase Egon HOTEL FRZSERET
The U. S. Department of State Gyorgy Lang bt

The Pew Charitable Trusts Laszlé Szabs

L/v- l-Nv -A The Rockeleller Foundation

avtoclkatresz

RICHTER GEDEON RT.
Bicdinsponzor: R.i.ngicr AG - Magyar “irlap

Macyar Hitap © ORingier

TICKETS AND LOCATIONS:

BROADWAY JEGYIRODA VI. Nagymezd u. 19. ® 302-3841 « VIGADO TICKET OFFICE

V. Virosmarty tér 1. ® 327-4322 « A ZENEAKADEMIA JEGYPENZTARA V1. Liszt E tér 8.

& 3420179 » OBUDAI TARSASKOR 111, Kiskorona u. 7. ® 250-0288 (to concert Oct. 22.)
e ZUGLO SzT. ISTVAN ZENEHAZ XIV. Columbus u. 11. ® 467-0785

o A MAGYAR RADIO AULAJA VIIL. Pollack M. tér 8. ® 328-8779

ORGANIZED BY: The Helvétia Hungaria Society
Bernadette Elsd - Lausanne; T/F: (41) 21 616 9209
Gyérgy Lendvai — Budapest; T: (1) 341 7782, 06 20 385 2818
e-mail: vifeszt@posta.net



